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A hapless young man at the end of his luck unexpectedly lands a job at a shady scam 
company staffed by two people: a gangster-like boss and a gorgeous supervisor. Gentle by 
nature and fond of animals, this essentially kind person nonetheless finds himself carrying 
out dubious assignments. From fundraising for fake charities to scripted phone scams, he 
struggles to reconcile his conscience with his work. 

Meanwhile, the dynamic between the nameless protagonist and his supervisor starts to 
change. When he learns that she was once a victim of a notorious scam, he responds with 
empathy. She, in turn, can’t help but notice his unexpectedly solid physique. As a subtle 
attraction emerges, the two begin plotting an ultimate con against her former boss—hoping 
it will allow her to reclaim her dignity.

This humorous yet biting manga suggests that political and economic systems can create 
the conditions for scams to flourish. As the protagonist discovers, many so-called legitimate 
professions can be even more ruthless than an outright con.

Author Tung Lin Hsieh
Tung Lin Hsieh’s works have frequently appeared on the Books.com.tw annual bestseller list and 
have been featured in the recommended selections for the Taiwan Pavilion at the Angoulême 
International Comics Festival. Formerly a novelist and advertising copywriter, Hsieh is now a full-time 
comic artist, known for notable works such as The God's Convenience Store, Who's Afraid of Whom, 
Love Counseling for Assassins, and I Work at a Scam Company. Additionally, he has been invited to 
teach scriptwriting at platforms such as LINE WEBTOON, Taiwan Comics Base, and Game Orange 
Comics Star. The God's Convenience Store has been licensed for adaptation into board games, video 
games, stage plays, and film and television. The series consists of two volumes, and overseas rights 
have been sold in Russian.

A Full English translation is available.
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When Scamming Looks More 
Reasonable Than a “Real” Job: 
A Cutting Manga That Exposes 
Social Injustice
 by Wen-Chien Hsu

It is hardly news that Taiwan is often 
labeled by its own media as the “Scam 
Kingdom.” Phones, text messages, social 
networks—everyone here has, in one way 
or another, brushed up against the shadow 
of a scam. Yet if we place the numbers in 
global perspective, Taiwan may be serious, 
but it is hardly the worst. In 2023, Taiwan’s 
financial fraud losses totaled about $276 
million (USD). Singapore’s figure in the 
same year reached $820 million (USD), 
Sweden’s soared to $2.75 billion (USD), and 
the United States topped the list at nearly 
$16.6 billion (USD).

Still, in Taiwan, scams have become 
a shared national anxiety, with the media 
relentlessly repeating headlines that 
convey a sense of helplessness. Tung Lin 

failure of the legitimate labor market 
allows illegal industries to thrive.

The comic is filled with scenes that 
poke directly at Taiwan’s social wounds. 
One unforgettable sequence involves the 
forced street-selling of “charity pens.” 
This is already a familiar con in Taiwan, 
but Hsieh makes it even more absurd: 
instead of successfully tricking anyone, 
the protagonist gets propositioned by 
an old man and nearly dragged into a 
sex transaction. The misunderstanding 
is hilarious on the surface, yet beneath it 
lies the bleak truth of Taiwan’s underclass 
survival—whether hawking, being duped, 
or trading sex, the same vulnerabilities and 
desperation are at play.

Another moment cuts even deeper. 
During a staged scheme involving a car 
accident, he unexpectedly bumps into an 
old classmate. He assumes the classmate 
is also struggling, only to learn the man has 
already launched his own business with 
$160,000 (USD), an amount of cash that his 
father casually gifted him. Now he flaunts 
his “success” with ease. His encounter with 
his classmate is a gut punch that exposes 
the reality of class. No matter how hard 
they work, some people remain trapped by 
low wages and debt, while others, buoyed 
by family wealth, barely lift a finger yet still 
cross the finish line. Against this backdrop 
of such gaping inequality, any scam seems 
almost secondary.

Hsieh’s cast of characters is 
equally allegorical. The boss specializes 
in “scamming the upper class,” hinting at 
the gray zones that slip through the cracks 

Hsieh’s comic I Work at a Scam Company 
was born out of this atmosphere. It is not 
just funny; it is a grotesque mirror that 
magnifies a reality we all recognize but 
rarely want to confront.

The protagonist is fresh out of 
college, saddled with family debt, and 
without any special skills. In the legitimate 
job market, he has no way forward. 
Ironically, when he stumbles into a scam 
syndicate, he immediately starts earning 
a salary higher than what most regular 
companies offer. Hsieh bluntly exposes this 
absurd reality: when society fails to provide 
decent working conditions, the scam 
company begins to look more like “real 
employment.” This is not a glorification 
of fraud, but rather a reminder that the 

of the system. Meanwhile, his supervisor 
manipulates people with her irresistible 
charm, pointing to a more universal 
human weakness. The protagonist’s own 
mother, who keeps falling for scams 
despite repeated losses, represents the 
blind trust in authority that still runs deep 
in Taiwanese society. Together, they form 
a tableau that feels extreme yet instantly 
recognizable.

By the end, it becomes clear that 
I Work at a Scam Company is not simply 
about how scams work, but why our 
world allows scams to flourish. Legitimate 
companies drain labor without offering 
fair pay; young people are forced to 
oscillate between poverty and gray zones; 
meanwhile, the privileged skip ahead on 
the ladder of success thanks to family 
background. Fraud, in this sense, is not 
merely crime—it is the reflection of social 
and class injustice.

What makes this comic so brilliant 
is that it makes us laugh even as it exposes 
the cracks in our society. The seemingly 
absurd scenes hint that a scam job can 
appear more rational than a legitimate 
one. What truly demands scrutiny is not 
the tricks of fraudsters, but the system in 
which we all live.

Wen-Chien Hsu possesses a free-
spirited soul. She has worked at LGBTQ+ 
organizations, the 113 Domestic Violence 
Hotline, and works as an editor of Books 
from Taiwan 2.0. She is dedicated to 
bringing Taiwanese comics and picture 
books to a global audience.
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I WORK AT A SCAM COMPANY

ENOUGH 
CHATTING! 
THIS NEXT 

CAR SHOULD 
WORK!

GO, 
GO, 
GO!

ONE OF THE 
WORST-CASE 
SCENARIOS… 

JUST HAPPENED.

OH!!

CO-
CAPTAIN… 

HOW!?

IT’S REALLY 
YOU! …

CAPTAIN?
DID IT… 

FINALLY 
WORK?

IN THAT INSTANT…

MY MIND…

FLEW BACK TO THIRD 
YEAR OF COLLEGE…

THE TWO OF US, 
SIDE BY SIDE…

KAOPEI 
UNIVERSITY

NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONS

LED OUR DODGEBALL 
CLUB TO THE NATIONAL 

FINALS!
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I WORK AT A SCAM COMPANY

W-WHAT A COINCIDENCE!

WHERE’RE YOU HEADED?

I’M OFF TO 
A MEETING 

WITH MY 
EMPLOYEES. 

YOU OWN 
A COMPANY 

NOW? 
BADASS!!

DON’T LOOK 
SO SHOCKED! 

YOU KNOW 
I’VE ALWAYS 
BEEN THIS 

WAY…

ASIDE FROM 
OUR CLUB, 

ALL I CARED 
ABOUT WAS 
WORK BACK 

THEN.

I SAVED 
EVERY 
PENNY 
I MADE 

AND LIVED 
FRUGALLY.

THEN MY DAD GAVE ME FIVE 
MILLION DOLLARS.

I FINALLY LAUNCHED 
MY COMPANY!

WHY DID 
YOUR VOICE 

GET SO 
QUIET ON 
THE MOST 

IMPORTANT 
PART?

BUT 
CAPTAIN

…

WHAT 
WERE 
YOU 

DOING 
HERE?

MY CAR 
HAD 

NEARLY 
STOPPED 
BEFORE 

YOU 
SUDDENLY 

DOVE 
ONTO 

THE 
HOOD…

IT LOOKED 
EXACTLY 
LIKE ONE 
OF THOSE 

STAGED 
CRASH 

SCAMS…

Y-YOU’RE 
RIGHT!

THAT’S MY 
JOB NOW!

I JUST 
USE THE 
STAGED 

CRASH AS 
A WAY…

…TO SELL MAGNOLIA 
FLOWERS.

SO… AVANT-GARDE!

WANT ONE?

SURE…
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I WORK AT A SCAM COMPANY

YOU KNOW 
WHAT? 
I’LL BUY 

ALL YOUR 
MAGNOLIAS!

HUH? 
YOU 

WILL?

OF COURSE! 
YOU’RE 
GOING 

THROUGH 
HARD TIMES, 
AFTER ALL?

AS YOUR 
FORMER CO-

CAPTAIN, 
I’LL SUPPORT 

YOU ALL 
THE WAY!

HAHA
HA!

WOW! 
YOU LOVE TO 

SEE IT! HEY KID, 
YOUR FRIEND’S 

GOT STYLE!

LET’S SELL 
HIM ALL 

OUR 
FLOWERS!

WE’VE 
GOT FIVE 
MILLION 
BUCKS’ 

WORTH OF 
MAGNOLIAS 
IN STORAGE!

CAN YOU PAY 
IN CASH?

OR MAYBE 
YOUR DAD 

CAN COVER 
THE BILL?

HUUUH!?

SORRY, 
CAPTAIN!

I’LL JUST GIVE 
YOU FIFTY 

THOUSAND 
FOR NOW!

GOTTA GO!TSK! 
DOESN’T 

EVEN 
CARRY FIVE 
MILLION…

HOW 
BROKE IS 

HE?…BOSS,

I’M REALLY 
GRATEFUL FOR 

YOUR TRAINING, 
BUT I DON’T REALLY 
WANT TO DO THESE 

IN PUBLIC…

CAN I GO BACK TO 
WORKING PHONE 
SCAMS WITH THE 

MANAGER? I PROMISE 
I’LL DO A GOOD JOB!

ALRIGHT! YOU 
SCAM THEM 

GOOD, BUT DON’T 
YOU SCAM THE 

SCAMMER!

…

TONGUE-
TWISTER!?

I’M HIS BOSS!

TEN 
THOUSAND 

BOXES!




